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KHospital Facility Dog Program>

The Hospital Facility Dog Program, which aims to provide medical support through full time
animal-assisted intervention at hospitals, was implemented at four pediatric medical facilities:
anagawa Children’s Medical Center (Annie), Tokyo Metropolitan Children’s Medical Center (Ivy),
ational Center for Child Health and Development (Masa), and Shizuoka Children’ s Hospital (Ty).
ogether, the four hospital facility dog teams made 8117 visits. We have hired a new Training
rogram Manager with extensive experience at a working dog training organization in the U.S. and
elcomed three Hospital Facility Dog candidates - one from Hawaii, two from Australia. Together
ith our Hospital Facility Dog Advisory Board, which includes four external canine experts and
an executive medical advisor in the U.S., we are actively working to expand the Hospital
Facility Dog training program in Japan. Our goal is to establish a sustainable system and
introduce 12 new Hospital Facility Dog teams by 2030 including four successor dogs at the
ongoing hospitals and newly accepted five applications for implementation. In addition, we

actively participated in academic conferences including 16th Congress of Asia Continental Branch
of International Society of Pediatric Oncology in June, and The Japanese Society of Pediatric
Oncology/Hematology Conference in December, where we presented our work. Also, we presented a
poster showcasing two impactful case studies at the International Society of Pediatric Oncology
Congress held in Hawaii in October. To commemorate the 15th anniversary of the Hospital Facility
Dog Program Rauch Committee, we published a booklet for medical professionals and supervised the
Japanese translation of “Wonder Dogs” , a book chronicling the relationship between humans and
orking dogs. We also organized the Shine On! Music Festivals, where children who have been
discharged from hospital could enjoy music and reunite with Hospital Facility Dogs. Our Hospital
Facility Dog candidates participated in the festival held at TSURUMI Children’ s Hospice in
Osaka.

<Beads of Courage® Program)>

The Beads of Courage® program is an arts—in—medicine initiative that allows children with cancer
and other long—term hospitalized patients to document their daily treatments, tests, symptoms,
and experiences using colorful beads. As of February 2025, the program has been implemented in
30 hospitals across Japan, including Ibaraki Children’s Hospital and Osaka City General Medical
Center. The program has continued to run actively, with 513 hospitalized children participating.
Additionally, 26 online and in—person training sessions were conducted for healthcare
professionals, leading to the appointment of 191 Bead Ambassadors. In December, we hosted an
online reporting and networking event for medical professionals nationwide. Currently, we are




preparing for the full-scale implementation of the Beads for Supporting the Independence of
Children with Congenital Heart Disease and the Learning Beads programs through careful review
and adjustments. Meanwhile, trial runs of the NICU Beads and Sibling Beads have begun at select
participating hospitals upon request. Over six months, 50 participants have taken part in the

NICU Beads trial at one facility, while the Sibling Beads program has been introduced at two
facilities.

<Shine On! Community:Camp Courage for Survivors and Other Programs)>

In 2024, Camp Courage for Survivors, a long—term follow-up program for childhood cancer
survivors, was held as a two—day glamping event with eight survivors, six siblings, and 15 adult
guardians. The program featured Retrospective Beads workshops, interactive sessions with
hospital facility dog candidates, and peer discussions. Additionally, four childhood cancer
survivors spoke at the luncheon session co—hosted by the Benesse Foundation for Children and
Shine On! Kids, while 11 children participated in awareness—raising activities at our exhibition
booth during the 16th Congress of the Asia Continental Branch of the International Society of
Pediatric Oncology. The Kids’ Planning Room, a program where children from elementary to junior
high school who have undergone long-term treatment for childhood cancer or other serious
illnesses plan and implement community service activities, held five meetings with 39
participants. The program fostered interaction among children, leading to event planning
initiatives. T-shirts created through the 2023 charity initiative were sold at four events with
24 people participating in the sales.

<{Childhood Cancer Awareness Program>

In 2024, we held a Beads of Courage workshop at TEDxYouth@Tokyo, which included a speech by a
childhood cancer survivor to mark International Childhood Cancer Day in February. Executive
Fight Night (an activity report and fundraising event with amateur boxers) in May, and a charity
event at Tokyo American Club in November. Other public awareness campaigns included
crowdfunding, online events, Shine On! Friends, a dedicated website for childhood cancer
survivors, and posting photos and videos via SNS.

<Other Events for Childhood Cancer Survivors and Families)>

Launched to prevent social isolation of children hospitalized during the COVID-19 pandemic,
Shine On! Connections’ (an interactive online program for mainly pediatric wards) continued in
2024. iPads/projectors with communication functions and other equipment like electric keyboards
have been distributed to 18 hospitals across the country, where expert lecturers, musicians, and
volunteers connected with the children in an interactive manner, developing content such as art,
music, English, science, magic shows, LEGO, and Rakugo, etc. A total of 1806 people participated
in 149 events. In cooperation with the Isao Tomita Research Group, we donated a surround-sound
system and projector to TSURUMI Children’ s Hospice and held a music event there in May for
children undergoing treatment and their families. In December, United Airlines hosted the
Fantasy Flight at Narita International Airport, where children with cancer and other serious
illnesses experienced the Christmas spirit by boarding an airplane.

*Shine On! Kids (formally known as the Tyler Foundation) was founded in 2006.
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